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Our new Year 7 students 
have settled well into the 

routines of secondary school life 
and have made an excellent start 
to their five years at Maidenhill. 
Mrs Legge who coordinates 
transition was faced with an 
additional challenge this year 
with 143 Year 6 students from 
25 different primary schools 
joining Maidenhill in September.

Following their Discovery Day 
in July and induction activities 
on the first day in September, 
it is clear that their transition 
went well. The new Year 7 
students have risen to the new 
challenges of life at secondary 
school and are thriving on our 
high expectations in lessons. 
Year 7 parents have also shown 
their commitment to working 

in partnership with us, with 
record numbers attending both 
the Parents’ Information Evening 
in September and the ‘Meet the 
Tutor’ event in November. Many 
parents of all year groups have also 
attended the special evening events 
such as ‘Getting the most out of 
Independent Study’, ‘Guiding your 
son to success’ and the special ‘Help 
your child in maths’ session for Year 
7 parents.

Students are really benefitting from 
the support they are getting at 
home as well as in school, both with 
personal organisation and ensuring 
independent study is completed 
well and to deadline. Talking to your 
son/daughter about their lessons 
and showing a real interest in 
what they are learning really helps 
students’ focus and engagement. 

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Mrs Wilson, Headteacher

Headteacher’s Update

“Excellent school  
with a lovely friendly  
atmosphere”Year 7 parent, November 2017

Year 7 Parents’ Survey Results, 
November 2017:

My son/daughter is happy at school

55%
39%

5%
1%

69%

29%

2%

I am pleased we chose Maidenhill 
for my son/daughter

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree 
of disagree

Disagree

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree 
of disagree

Quotes from Year 7  
parents/carers,
 November 2017:

“I cannot ask for more as  
a parent to have a child who 

enjoys school and looks  
forward to lessons”.

“Very pleased with the  
level of communication”.

“Happy with the expectations of  
the school and hope that my 

son takes full advantage of the 
opportunities he is given.”

“I knew we’d made the  
right choice for him”.

“Extremely happy with the  
way my daughter has settled  

into Maidenhill”.

“Excellent transition”

Achievements Evening

On 23rd November 2017, we 
welcomed back last year’s

Year 11 students to receive their 
GCSE certificates.  Each subject 
had also nominated students and a 
prize and certificate was awarded 
to one or two students from each 
subject.  Shields were awarded to 
the following:
Performing Arts Award 
Levi Painter

Governors’ Special Award 
Libby Underhill

Support Teachers’ Special Award 
Bradley Smith

Teachers’ Special Award 
Hayley Cooper

Humanities Award 
Amberlea Jones

Tom Moore Trophy 
Lucy-Marie Tremlin 
and Nathan Hampson

STAR Award 
Ewan Thomson

Headteacher’s Special Award 
Adam Kicman
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Stroud Ambitions 2017

A huge thank you to all students who challenged themselves by putting 
themselves forward for the School Council elections 2017.  It was 

amazing to see so many students wanting to have a say in the future of 
Maidenhill School.   We are very proud of you all and you should be very 
proud of yourselves.  

Below are the results of the school council elections.  It was extremely 
close and there had to be several recounts.   

“I have been successful in becoming a member of school council, after 
trying for many years to succeed! Now I can make a positive impact to this 
school in my last year. Not only can I improve the school but I can now also 
include this factor on my CV to make myself look more appealing to an 
employer. I would definitely recommend this role to anyone who would like 
to learn more social skills.” 

Jessica Biddle, 11FCM

School Council

Year 9 is generally when students 
at school must, for the first time, 

choose what academic or vocational 
subjects they want to pursue for 
the rest of their compulsory school 
life. These choices can determine 
their future interests and paths 
they take into higher education and 
employment.

On Wednesday 8th November, 
our Year 9s attended the Stroud 
Ambitions event which is the biggest 
careers event in the district. This 
provided a unique opportunity for 
our students to talk to experts from 
many employment sectors, gaining 
advice from independent careers 
advisers, apprenticeship providers, 
universities and local colleges.

The event aimed to provide a 
comprehensive guide to future 
employment and further study or 
skills development and certainly 
helped our students to find the 
support and information they need, 
ready to take their next steps.

MaidenhillSchool Council
2017



4

On Friday 6th October, we 
were lucky enough to have 

the band LZ7 in school who 
performed during a lesson to each 
year group.

LZ7 are a group of individuals who 
are Christian in their beliefs and 
therefore feel it important to have 
a positive effect and message to 
young people with their music. 

As a band they perform all over 
the world and have had top 40 hits 
in the U.K and a number one in 
America!

Our students, and staff, absolutely 
loved the sessions! Students were 
on their feet dancing, laughing and 
interacting with the band, music 
and each other with huge smiles on 
their faces.

In the evening, the band put on a 
concert at Rush Skate Park which 
a variety of local secondary school 
students attended. 

Thank you to Andy from Psalms for 
helping us to organise this!

Miss Parker

LZ7

 MAIDENHILL  NEWS:  WINTER 2017

On Thursday 12th October, Year 10 and 11 Art & Design students 
visited Tate Britain, London.  It is a gallery of British art from 1500 to 

the present day displaying many types of paintings (including Pre-Raphaelite, 
Impressionism, Renaissance, Realism, Painterly), sculpture and installations.  
As we travelled through London we saw Trafalgar Square, including Nelson’s 
Column, the National Art Gallery, the Houses of Parliament and the Elizabeth 
Tower (containing Big Ben). Later we drove past the Savoy Hotel and 
Harrods.  Later in the afternoon, we went to Covent Garden where we had 
an hour to walk around in groups and had the chance to do some shopping. 
I didn’t buy anything but instead I enjoyed walking along the cobblestoned 
streets and listening to an opera singer in the market.

The artwork which surprised and intrigued me the most was ‘No Woman, 
No Cry’ by Chris Ofili in 1998.  It is a mixed media piece filled with symbolic 
imagery about the murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1993 and his mother, 
Doreen Lawrence. The title of the piece comes from a song by Bob Marley 
with the same title. The song is telling a female listener to not be sad anymore, 
which could also be applied to the woman in the painting.  A series of light blue 
tears, each with a small photograph of Stephen Lawrence’s face in the centre 
fall from both of the sitter’s eyes.  Layers of different (or even shocking) media 
have been used on the larger-than-life artwork such as three pieces of glazed 
elephant dung.

The piece I wanted to take home was ‘Portrait of Margaret, Duchess of Argyll’ 
(oil on canvas) by Gerald Leslie Brockhurst in 1931 because I enjoyed the 
contrast of the dark, subdued background and her dark hair and features with 
her porcelain skin. The detail on the golden braid of her dress is hyper realistic 
as it is painted with small strokes. The portrait is very similar to the ‘Mona 
Lisa’ by Leonardo da Vinci in both composition and palette. It has a half-length 
format, background with a muted palette and low horizon and the sitter has a 
‘mysterious smile’ 

Paige Shirreff, 10FCL

Tate Britain Research
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On Thursday 19th October,  
some lucky students from 

Year 11 Religious Studies were 
given the exciting opportunity to 
visit Masjid E Noor, a mosque in 
Gloucester.  During this visit, we 
met the Imam who gave us a tour 
of the fascinating building and 
demonstrated the rituals of Muslim 
prayer.  In addition, he talked to us 
about Wudhu, the ritual of washing 
for purification pre-prayer and about 
memorising the Qur’an. The trip was 
an interesting and enjoyable insight 
into Islam, which will be beneficial 
for our final exams.  
 
We are grateful to have been the 
first year group to take part in such a 
cultural and new experience.

Betsey Hall, 11RCB

The Weir
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On Wednesday 
11th October, 

Year 10 GCSE Drama 
students went to see a 
production of ‘The Weir’ 
by Conor McPherson 
at the Bristol Old Vic 
Theatre. The theatre is 
very old and beautiful, 
almost blending in with 
the play itself which 
is set in an Irish pub. 
Watching this play in the 

Old Vic created a very realistic atmosphere and almost made me forget 
that I was in the modern world completely.

During the performance the scene never changed from the pub; however 
I don’t think it needed to because the atmosphere changed dramatically 
throughout the play. The play focuses on the relationships and light 
hearted banter between five characters who meet in the pub, but also 
their tense and dramatic stories that keep you on the edge of your seat.

I found Jim’s and Finbar’s relationship very convincing, since Jim obviously 
felt jealousy that Finbar had moved to the city and achieved a lot with his 
life, but he hadn’t done much. These characters were very engaging since 
even when they were not talking, they were still acting through their facial 
expressions and body language. Out of all the characters, I found Valerie 
the least engaging and interesting because she didn’t build up the tense 
atmosphere for her dramatic and important story.

The Weir is a very engaging and magical play, which will transport you all 
the way to a rural pub in Ireland. With light-hearted banter and extremely 
realistic characters you will not lose interest. One of the characters is 
keeping a very deep secret; if you want to know what it is, you will have to 
see the play.

Emma Dalby, 10DHB

Mosque Visit

In the past year, I have been 
competing in a championship 

around the country and in Ireland 
called the British Autograss Series.  
Autograss is the most popular form 
of amateur motor racing in the UK, 
taking place on grass or mud oval 
tracks.

Autograss is a sport that my family 
has been doing for years.  It has 
improved a lot since the sport 
was created in the 1960s.  As of 
2014/15 a new series was brought 
in.  I have been racing since 2015 at 
the age of 12. This year, round 1 of 
the British Autograss Series was in 
Mallow, Ireland.  It was an amazing 
experience for me and I came back 
to England as the champion of BAS 

round 1 and also leading the series.  
There were over 20 drivers aged 
12-16 in my class and it was amazing 
to be leading. This year, I made every 
BAS final and finished in the top 6 
of each final. Even after 2 accidents, 
I still managed to continue. By the 
end of the 5 rounds, overall, I finished 
4th in the whole championship in my 
class after leading in the points into 
the final round.

Aby Bennet, 10FKS

British Autograss 
Series
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PE NewsRemembrance Sunday

On Sunday 12th November, as part of the 
remembrance service in Stonehouse, 

Year 11 students Lydia Diamond and Sam 
Banks placed a poppy wreath.

In the week beginning 6th November, each 
community took part in a remembrance 
assembly and our minute silence took place 
on 10th November. Student Leaders and the 
school council took charge of selling poppies, 
wristbands and reflectors during break time 
to raise money for the Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal. 

On Friday 22nd September, Abbie Allen 
and Alesha Barker in Year 9, along with 

Mrs Snelgrove’s tutor group organised a 
“Jeans for Genes” non-uniform day to raise 
money for Genetic Disorders UK.  It raised 
£305 for the appeal.

The monies raised on Jeans for Genes day 
provide grants for day-to-day support, 
equipment, nursing and patient support 
services for some of the half a million 
children affected by a life-altering genetic 
disorder.  

During Children in Need week students 
were busy raising money in various ways.  
Miss Ebsworth’s tutor group organised a 
cake sale and sold them during break time.  
Students also organised selling wrist bands 
and raffle tickets alongside activities such 
as “guess the number of sweets in the jar” 
and filling an A1 sheet of Pudsey’s face with 
coins.  The total collected was £170.88.

Charity Work

ELLIOT GARDNER
Elliott Gardner, in Year 11 
has achieved a place on the 
Stroud District Rugby team. 
He has since won an award for 
“most powerful and creative 
forward” from the Stroud 
District. Elliott has always 
been extremely committed to 
his training both in and away 
from school and also assists 
with coaching of the younger 
year groups.

SPORT LEADERS
Congratulations to this year’s 
new Sports Leaders who now 
go on to represent and support 
their community with the 
development and enjoyment 
of sport for all at Maidenhill 
School.

Frocester
Callum Radford
Beth Anderton
Amber Iles
Ellie Luff

Doverow
James Mitchell
Harrison Melendez
Kit Thomas
Georgie-Fleur Eager
Evelin Miccoli

Haresfield
Tiarna Crowther
Freya Gardiner
Cara Neary
Kaci Hawkins
Marly Churchill
Jake Tombs

Rodborough
Mark Daws
Ruby Gaulder
Toni-Lamming Mann
Pheobe Hudd
Ashleigh Portlock

We have been taking part in 
Sport Leader training sessions 
where we have worked 
together to improve our 
confidence, organisation and 
looked into alternative ways 
of supporting students within 
sport that can also help them 
within other lessons in school. 
This has been really enjoyable 
and we have all gained a lot 
from these hour sessions which 
have taken place after school. 
We are currently running 
lunch time sports clubs for Key 
Stage 3 in the sports hall and 
students taking this opportunity 
are really enjoying it, making 
new friends and working well 
together as part of a team.



On 16th November, 12 students 
from Year 10 Computer Science 

ventured to Gloucester Escape Rooms 
where they put their problem solving 
skills to the test in an attempt to 
escape a room within an hour.  In the 
rooms are various clues that lead to 
the combinations of different locks 
that eventually allow you to exit the 
room.  Mr Bargh’s team didn’t manage 
to get out in time, but Mrs Rattery’s 

team consisting of Ashley Rowles, Ben Johnson, Oliver Cox, Tamzin Bell and 
Charlie Tomkins did manage to, with three minutes to spare.

Escape Room
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Students from Maidenhill have 
taken part in “South West Chef 

of the Year 2017”, a competition run 
by two Michelin star chef, Michael 
Caines.   Of the 15 students applying 
from Maidenhill, 2 of these were 
chosen to go to the Gloucestershire 
finals; Keziah Morgan and Eva 
Bolton-Lake. The brief was to cook 
a two-course meal in two hours and 
this had to consist of local produce. 
The final was extremely hard to judge 
and it was a close call between the 
winner and 2nd place.  Neither of 
our students won this year, however, 
Eva was offered work experience 
at a Michelin star restaurant in 
Gloucester (Le Champignon Sauvage) 
over the summer holidays and this 
was incredibly exciting and stressful 
at the same time!  She thoroughly 
enjoyed this, and will be returning 
later on this year! 

South West Chef of the Year European Day of 
Languages

As part of the school’s 
celebration of European 

Day of Languages, which takes 
place throughout Europe on 
26th September, students were 
invited to take part in a European – 
themed bake off. Excellent entries 
came from Joe Coles, Amia Stokes-
Richardson, Natasha Hillier, Grace 
Gibbons and Aleah Phipps, all of 
whom won ‘Love to Shop’ vouchers.  
A special thanks to Grace, Aleah 
and Eva Bolton-Lake who sold 
the cakes at break and lunch-time 
and helped us to raise £15 for 
MacMillan Cancer Support.

Dragons Den Club

During Monday and Thursday 
lunchtimes, students from 

many years have been competing 
in the Student Investor Challenge 
for a chance to win a trip to New 
York.   Currently Mr Bargh’s team 
is in the top 50 out of nearly 4500 
other teams and our other teams 
are in the top 200.  The student 
investor challenge allows students 
to invest £100k in a virtual stock 
market that mimics the real life 
scenario.  It allows them to work 
as a team and make key financial 
decisions about when to buy and 
sell on the stock market to make 
the most profit.

Coming soon: The club will take 
part in the “Tenner Challenge” 
where the students have to come 
up with business idea starting only 
with £10.

Primal Joy Enterprise Task

Mr Bargh’s GCSE Business class have been taking part in an enterprise 
task with Primal Joy health foods company to come up with their own 

unique brand of health bar.  Ms Sarah Mace came to the school to launch 
the event and later came back to judge it.  The winners of the task will have 
the product made and sold in school.  The seven groups of students did 
extremely well and Sarah was impressed with the time and effort put into 
the final presentations.  The winners will be announced shortly and students 
should look out for the new look Primal Joy bar in the canteen soon.



Maidenhill School,  Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2HA           Tel:  01453 822469
If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by email, please contact office@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

TERM 3
Wednesday 3rd January Start of Term 3

Monday 15th January 8.45am Y11 Photographs

Thursday 18th January Y11 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 25th January Full Governing Body Meeting

Wednesday 7th February Y9 Choices Evening

Friday 9th February End of Term 3

TERM 4
Monday 19th February Start of Term 4

Tuesday 27th February Y8 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 14th March Y9 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 15th March Full Governing 
 Body Meeting

Thursday 29th March End of Term 4

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Sharing Academic Excellence

Hello freedom
haven’t seen you in a while.  

I was beginning to think that you weren’t 
coming back

my mum, you didn’t come back for her
you left her all alone in the dark

but you came back for me I suppose.
All this time with no place to call home
and now I have you by my side I don’t 

know where to go
You see, I haven’t known any different;

all my life “do this”, “do that”.
I had to grow up doing what other people 

thought was best for me.

But not now.
And not ever.

I am now to be myself.
I am now to do what I want.

I am now to live the way I want to live.
I don’t want you to tell me:

What I can and can’t do,
what I can say and can’t say,

what I can wear,
what I can be.

I want to be my own person.
And I want to be free.

Mikkie Bingle
9FCLBonnie Denning, 9DLC

Beginning in this winter edition of Maidenhill’s 
Newsletter, we will be showcasing some snippets 

of the excellent work our students produce.  To the 
right is a poem written during English Literature 
lessons by Mikkie Bingle, Year 9, reflecting feelings 
of family and exploring what it is to be free.  Below is 
a great example of mathematical algebraic problem 
solving from Bonnie Denning, Year 9.  Bonnie’s next 
steps involve solving simultaneous equations and 
learning about fractional and negative indices!


